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Our Purpose
The mission of the Gardner-Webb University Studies Program is to develop 
knowledgeable and caring physician assistants who practice competent 
patient-centered primary care with a focus on underserved populations.

MISSION

The values of our program reflect a commitment to respect, ethical behavior, 
and integrity in personal and professional service that are established 
upon the foundation of Christian values and faith, in agreement with the 
Gardner-Webb University mission. 

VALUES

›  Admit highly qualified applicants capable of successfully completing
 the Gardner-Webb University Physician Assistant Program. 

›  Deliver curriculum that prepares students for entry-level clinical practice. 

›  Cultivate a commitment of service to medically underserved populations. 

›  Encourage the professional development of students and faculty.

›  Strive to achieve and maintain PANCE pass rates equivalent to or 
 exceeding the national average. 

GOALS
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Gardner-Webb University, a private, Christian, 
Baptist-related university, provides outstanding 
undergraduate and graduate education that is 
strongly grounded in the liberal arts while offering 
opportunities to prepare for various professions.

Our Method

Fostering meaningful intellectual thought, critical analysis, and 
spiritual challenge within a diverse community of learning, 
Gardner-Webb is dedicated to higher education that integrates 
scholarship with Christian life. By embracing faith and intellectual 
freedom, balancing conviction with compassion, and inspiring a 
love of learning, service, and leadership, Gardner-Webb prepares 
its graduates to make significant contributions for God and 
humanity in an ever-changing global community.

Gardner-Webb hopes to attract students focused on providing 
medical service in underserved communities. The PA Program 
is a practice oriented master’s degree program designed to 
accommodate students with a bachelor’s degree, diverse 
educational backgrounds, and an aptitude for patient care.  
The program prepares graduates with the competencies needed  
for entry into clinical PA practice.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

16
Our didactic curriculum uses a traditional  
classroom setting augmented with problem 
and team based learning modules and hands 
on skills training. 

The clinical phase includes nine supervised 
clinical practice experiences (SCPEs): 
family medicine, internal medicine, diatrics, 
women’s health, emergency medicine, general 
surgery, mental health, one elective, and 
one rotation in an underserved community.
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CURRICULUM

MONTHS 
in the Didactic Phase

MONTHS 
in the Clinical Phase

+



‘‘One of my favorite things about Gardner-Webb was the 
integration of faith into the program. The faculty and staff 
are beyond amazing. They prepare you for the real world with 
professionalism and patient-centered care classes.

—KELSEY NEHRIG, PA-C ’18 Alumna
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Access real human  
anatomical maps and 3D 
segmented bodies

VIRTUAL CADAVER LAB
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Through the utilization of medical imaging technology 
housed within our three Anatomage© tables, students 
have access to comprehensive real human anatomical 
maps and unique 3D segmented bodies that produce 
exceptional experiences in virtual cadaver lab.
›
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A Program for You

STATES REPRESENTED

›  While many of our students 
 are residents of North Carolina,  
 we are proud to accept students  
 from across the nation.

›  Many of our graduates practice  
 in North and South Carolina,  
 but several deliver healthcare in  
 areas like Alaska, Florida,  
 Georgia, Kansas, Minnesota,  
 Missouri, New Jersey, New York,  
 Tennessee, and Virginia.

Based on feedback from our students and graduates, the faculty and staff 
are consistently in the top ten reasons students select our program. The 
compassion, concern and support extended by each member of the program 
leads to a strong sense of family and community.  

Our campus of faith in combination with local and foreign medical mission 
opportunities gives our students a sense of purpose as they learn and 
fosters in them a determination and desire to provide healthcare to the 
underserved embodying the Gardner-Webb University motto “for God  
and humanity.” 

The program is proud to devote efforts to secure supervised clinical practice 
experiences in metropolitan and rural settings. A recent partnership with 
CaroMont Health is a demonstration of the surrounding community’s 
commitment and support of our program. In the years ahead, we believe 
this partnership will allow our graduates to remain active members of the 
local medical community beyond their training at Gardner-Webb.  

Our class size of 36, competitive PANCE pass rates, location, and curriculum 
remain consistent and unwavering reasons to consider the Gardner-Webb 
University PA Studies program as the one for you.

PRO DEO ET HUMANITATE

What makes Gardner-Webb University Physician 
Assistant Studies the program for you?  



7‘‘As I have always indicated, the students that I have precepted 
come to me prepared and eager to learn. The PA program at 
Gardner-Webb is an exceptional program. Students are very 
fortunate to have had the didactic studies that the program 
provides to be successful during their rotations.

—G. MICHAEL BRADEY,  PA-C, Foothills Medical Associates
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Experience interactive, 
skills-based learning and 
inter-professional training  

INTER-PROFESSIONAL HUB
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Located in a former hospital, the Inter-professional Hub once 
served as the Emergency room and housed the operating rooms. 
Today, the integrity of the hospital’s original design is preserved 
in realistic instructional labs. Here students utilize learning 
spaces including an ER/trauma lab, OR/minor surgery lab, skills 
lab, eight patient exam rooms, and four debriefing rooms.

›
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PREREQUISITES

Bachelor Degree Any degree from a US accredited College or University.  
Must have cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. 

Human Anatomy and Physiology 
(A and P) with Labs

General Biology with Lab

Additional Biology with Lab

Microbiology with Lab

General Chemistry with Lab

Additional Chemistry with Lab

Organic Chemistry with Lab 

Statistics

Psychology

Medical Terminology

Must be Human (not Animal, Mammalian or Comparative) A&P. 
Can be completed as separate courses or two semesters of 
A&P (not a combination of the two).

General Biology course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. 
Anatomy and Physiology cannot be used to fulfill this requirement. 

Biology course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. Genetics  
with a lab is the recommended course to fulfill this requirement. 

Microbiology course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. 

General Chemistry course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. 

Chemistry course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. 

Organic Chemistry course designed for Biology or Chemistry majors. 

Business Statistics not accepted. 

General, Abnormal, or Developmental Psychology. 

Can be a certificate program. No exceptions are provided  
for other experience or certifications.

2 semesters  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 semester  
or equivalent

1 course

1 course

1 course

PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENT DURATION

The cumulative prerequisite GPA requirement is 3.0. Each course must have a grade of a B- or higher. 



11‘‘Each professor brings different background experiences, 
knowledge, and approaches to learning and medicine, which 
mesh to create the perfect environment to push each student 
to achieve his or her maximum potential and beyond.

—ADAM BENFIELD, PA-C ’16
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How to Apply
ADMISSIONS

CASPA submitted applications will be evaluated with particular focus 
in the following areas: Overall Academic Strength, Science Aptitude, 
Letter of Recommendation, Health Care Experience, and Potential 
Match to Program Goals. 

›  The application deadline is September 1. 

Applications must be CASPA complete and must contain all required 
application materials including the supplemental application and 
$100 supplemental fee by this date. Instructions will be sent to each 
applicant concerning the supplemental application and fee once 
the applicant has submitted his or her application to Gardner-Webb 
through CASPA.

Gardner-Webb University will begin accepting 
applications in late April for the cohort beginning 
the following January via Central Application 
Service for Physician Assistants (CASPA).

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

paadmissions@gardner-webb.edu

Gardner-Webb University is located in 
Boiling Springs, NC. The university is 
close to the NC and SC state border, 
making for convenient travel between 
the states. 

gardner-webb.edu/visit

LOCATION

Greenville

Raleigh

Charleston

Boiling Springs, NC
Charlotte

Columbia



ACCREDITATION

The Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc. 
(ARC-PA) has granted Accreditation-Continued status to the Gardner-Webb University 
Physician Assistant Program sponsored by Gardner-Webb University. Accreditation-
Continued is an accreditation status granted when a currently accredited program is in 
compliance with the ARC-PA Standards.

Accreditation remains in effect until the program closes or withdraws from the 
accreditation process or until accreditation is withdrawn for failure to comply with the 
Standards. The approximate date for the next validation review of the program by the 
ARC-PA will be March 2028. The review date is contingent upon continued compliance 
with the Accreditation Standards and ARC-PA policy.
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